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Dental Project Focus
 Continue mercury reduction efforts 
 Build upon innovative practices of each 
project
 Use expertise regionally
Milwaukee Amalgam Separator 
project
 Combines regulatory drives with P2
 MMSD mandate by Jan. 2008
 First reports due in 2005
 Achieves 95% capture of amalgam
 Must be coupled with best management 
practices
 Impacts over 500 clinics and 900 dentists
 Serves as pilot for rest of state
Key accomplishments
 Formation of 
partnership with WI 
Dental Association, 
WI DNR, MMSD, 
UWEX
 Outreach activities
 Separator decision 
matrix and case 
studies
Decision Matrix
 Designed to assist in choosing separator
 Will be updated every 6 months
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Ease of Maintenance 2 2 2 2 2 2 2 2
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Ease of Maintenance 1 1 1 2 3 2 2
Frequency of 
Maintenance










































































DDS Clinic Size Manufacturer
/
Model
Costello 8 chairs Rebec
RME 1000











 Project to be expanded statewide
 DNR wastewater regulations will be driver
 Partnership efforts to continue
 Fact sheets will be updated semi-annually
Lessons learned
 2008 deadline is too long a lead time!
Erie County Dental Waste Management 
Program
• Collaborated with recipients of other GLNPO 2003 
grants for dental waste management projects
• Met with Executive Director of the Erie County 
Dental Society to develop a schedule for the dental 
waste management workshops, refine the agenda 
and plan outreach and education strategies.
• Submitted an article to the Erie County Dental 
Society newsletter to describe the program and 
services available to dentists.
Erie County Dental Waste Management 
Program
• dental waste management workshops 
• Participated in public workshops hosted by the 
NYSDEC to review and comment on draft Standards 
for the Management of Elemental Mercury and Dental 
Amalgam Wastes at Dental Facilities.
• CESQG collection for dentists to dispose mercury 
waste, lead foil and silver fixer on October 22, 2004
Dental Mercury Reduction 
Project
Delta Institute (with Steve Skavroneck)
Desired Outcome: To develop a consistent 
approach to handling mercury in dental 
offices that will result in quantifiable
reductions in mercury discharges to 
sewage treatment plants
Approach: Partner with Ohio Dental 
Association, Ohio EPA and POTWs to put 
on workshops bringing together dentists 
and POTW staff
Project Activities
 Recruited and convene advisory 
committee to design workshops
 Recruited speakers from Ohio Dental Assn, 
Naval Dental Research Institute and Ohio 
EPA
 Prepared comprehensive info packets for 
both dentists and POTW staff
 Publicized workshops
 Organized, facilitated and evaluated 
workshops
The Workshops
 May 5—Bowling Green, OH
 May 12—Elyria, OH
 Approx. 120 people attended the workshops
 ~2/3 dentists and 1/3 POTW staff
 New project to follow-up with some of the POTW 
attendees to help them develop their mercury 
reduction programs
 ODA staff also did follow-up presentation at 
annual statewide ODA leadership meeting.
Dental Amalgam Waste: Partnering for the Environment
Lorain County Community College Spitzer Conference Center
May 12, 2004
Session One: Why sewage treatment agencies are talking 
with dentists about mercury
2:10 Role of dentists
2:20 Role of sewage treatment plants
2:40 Questions
Session Two: Opportunities for reducing amalgam 
releases from dental offices
3:15 Best management practices (BMPs)
3:45 Amalgam separators 
4:05 Panel discussion and wrap up
Workshop Agenda
Next Steps in Ohio
 POTWs will be networked
 Toledo will be center with 3-4 partner 
communities
 Still concentrate on NE Ohio
Multimedia Training for Dental 
Offices 
 Naval Institute for Dental and Biomedical 
Research
 Developed video and dvd explaining best 
management practices
 Partnership with the ADA
Multimedia Training
 Results
 Able to build upon 
existing multimedia 
efforts
 Partnership with ADA 
assured “acceptance”
 Extensive quality 
review
 ADA will distribute DVD 
including video, BMPs, 
and recyclers list
 Challenges
 ADA bureaucracy 
added lead time to 
project.
Next Steps
 Looking into mercury vapor releases from 
dental operatory
 Testing air emissions using Jerome and 
Lumex
Lessons Learned
 Working collaboratively adds synergy
 Dentists needs:
 Like a high degree of control regarding products
 Frustration that they are doing their part = what 
about others?
 Making changes to BMPs difficult – alternatives not 
readily accepted.
 Eg., separators not considered BMP
 Patience and persistence highly recommended!!!
